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An Observation
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� ‘Old radio astronomers never retire, they just fade away’

� to paraphrase General Douglas MacArthur



Lunchroom Scenario - Green Bank ca 1970
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� Interferometrist #1 ‘The phase stability doesn’t seem that good today.’

� Interferometrist #2 ‘It could be a problem with the delay settings.’

� Tony thinks ‘What the heck are they talking about?’

�

� No TMS ‘Bible’, No Perley et al NRAO Summer School book, No NRAO Summer Schools,
No ERIS Schools, No ATNF School etc etc

� One had to learn interferometry on the job with a mentor

� Well, I learned, thanks largely to Ger.



Why I became interested in the WSRT
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The Old Leiden Observatory
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� The only place I have ever worked which looks better today than when I was there.



The Desk
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The Leiden Observatory Staff and Students 1974
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� A bad day for attendance? J.Katgert, P.Katgert, G.Miley, F.Israel, R.Strom, T.Willis, H.van
Someren-Greve, E.Valentijn, A.Segalowitz, I.de Pater, R.LePoole, A.Tielens not present

� Today, Leiden has almost as many PostDocs as the entire group shown here!



Original WSRT Phase Stability at 21 cm
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Ger’s First Student?
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A WSRT Paper with Visibility Functions

Dwingeloo Nov 2013 – 10 / 34



Ger’s Second Student?
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RM Synthesis: B.J. Burn and Leiden
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� Conway et al study radio sources with spectra flatter than -0.9; not much exciting stuff

� Miley, Willis and Tielens study sources with spectra steeper than -0.9

� Result:

� Beginning of 35+ year research career for Miley in area of high redshift radio galaxies

� Tielens thinks that extragalactic radio astronomy is a complete bore as radio sources have no opticaal
identifications. Decides to focus on interstellar medium with end result - 2012 Spinoza Prize!!!



Getting advice from GdB 1
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Getting advice from GdB 2
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� Rick: ‘So Ger, how does this counting stuff work?’

� Ger: ‘Well Rick, to count to five you start with one.’



The One that Got Away 1
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The One that Got Away 2
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The One that Got Away 3
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The One that Got Away 4
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� A May 1979 Article in Nature



The Little White Car 1
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� If you are 7’1” (2.15m) you can’t fit in a VW
Beetle

� If you are 6’7” (2.00m) you CAN fit in a VW
Beetle



The Little White Car 2
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� 1973 Austin Mini



The Little White Car 3
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Great Foresight
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� Stellingen #11

� In order to prevent irritation and loss of time it is desirable that, while going to school, each
scientific researcher masters the secrets of the slide(laptop!) projector!!



3C452 Then
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� From Hogbom and Brouw 1974



3C452 Now
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� GMRT 325 MHz From Sirotha, Gopal-Krishna and Witta 2013



The Big Move
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Zero Spacings
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� from M.H.Wieringa, A.G.deBruyn, D.Jansen, W.N.Brouw and P.Katgert, A&A,1993



CGPS Stokes I Around ℓ = 165
◦
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� without short spacings



CGPS Stokes I Around ℓ = 165
◦
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� with short spacings



CGPS Polarized Intensity Around ℓ = 165
◦
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� without short spacings



CGPS Polarized Intensity Around ℓ = 165
◦
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� with short spacings



NGC 6251 Stokes U
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NGC 6251 Stokes I
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There is Always Serendipity!
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� ‘... as has been so regularly the case in research with new types of instruments and new methods, it
may well be that the instrument will lead in to new, at present unpredictable, types of research; and
these might become the most important’ - J.H. Oort, 1961



A Big Thank-you!

Dwingeloo Nov 2013 – 34 / 34

� Thanks, Ger, for turning me into an expert interferometrist.

� Best of luck in your search for the EOR

� I hope that at least there is a Spinoza Prize somewhere in your future.
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