
Netherlands Institute for Radio Astronomy 

1  ASTRON is part of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) 

Programme: 
 
1)  A. Polatidis  : Observatory Update 
2)  G. Heald   : Update on MSSS 
3)  J. Hessels   : Update on Single Clock  in Core stations 
4)  S. Buitnik: LBA bandpass from Cosmic Ray observations 
5)  S. Wijnholds: EM-modeling of LBA response 



  2 

Curr
ent 
Statu
s:  
33 
oper
ation
al NL 
stati
ons  
24 
core 
+ 9 
remo
te 
8 
Inter
n. 
stati
ons 
part 
of 
the 
array
. 
 
Cons
tructi
on of 
RS40
9, 
305, 
407 
(20-
30k
m 
basel
ines) 
www.
astro
n.nl/
radio-
obser
vator
y/
astro
nome
rs/
curre
nt-
statu
s 

 
 

Observatory Status 
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News regarding observing system 

 
•  Problems with the BG/P (already > 2 weeks at various levels).  
    Some observations fail and record corrupted data. 
    Manifests itself as a Memory Allocation problem.  

•  Automatic Standard Imaging Pipeline Vn 1.0: 
    Will be tested to more complex observations 
 
•  Long Term Archive Ingest Automation operational for visibility 

data. 
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News regarding observations and 
commissioning 

•  System Characterization continues and will receive high priority 
when needed. 

     
•  Commissioning observations have resumed, at a sustainable pace 

Draft priority list at:  
www.lofar.org/wiki/doku.phpid=commissioning:commissioning_observations 
 
•  New Calibration Tables created and added:  

•  New Mode 1, some Mode 3 (LBA) 
•  Mode 7 (HBA high) tables uploaded (RS expected for Jun 29).  
 
http://www.astron.nl/radio-observatory/astronomers/current-status 
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Next “Stop day” on July 2 
System maintenance to all systems.  
Systems will be available from late afternoon 
 
CEP2:  
No major problems on LOCUS nodes 
 
CEP1: 
LCE037 developed problems, Data lost  
 
New large disk /staging3 available to all users for temporary 
storage of their commissioning data. 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.lofar.org/operations/doku.php?
id=operator:current_station_overview#state_of_locus_nodes 
 

CEP news: 
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CALENDAR of requested busy weeks 
and other LOFAR activities 

http://www.astron.nl/radio-observatory/astronomers/commissioning/commisioning-plan 

 
 
 
  2  July  : CEP stopday 

  25-29 June  : 14th Imaging Busy Week (Munich)   

  5  July  : Busy Thursday (ASTRON) 

 9-13 July  : 17th Pulsar Busy Week (ASTRON) 
 


